RENU in Twinning
Partnership with Sikt

Kampala - 2" November, 2023

On 23 October 2023, the Research and Education Network for Uganda
(RENU) entered into a twinning partnership with the Norwegian Agency for
Shared Services in Education and Research (Sikt). The twinning partnership is
a commitment by the two institutions to have a working relationship that will
facilitate sharing and learning from each other for mutual benefit. Supported by
GEANT, the European Regional Research and Education Network (RREN), the
twinning partnership is a pilot project within GN5-1 WP3 T1, and the results of
the project will contribute to a proposal for a GEANT National Research and
Education Network (NREN) twinning program for the GN5-2 project.

The two NRENSs, i.e., RENU and Sikt, aim to collaborate with each other for the
exchange of expertise and to improve capacity learning by both parties in the
area of campus networking. Sikt has been offering a successful Campus Net-
work as a Service (CNaaS) program to its customers for four years now. RENU
intends to deploy this service in Uganda and is dedicated to gaining a better
understanding of the service functionality and operation through the twinning
program with Sikt. RENU and Sikt agreed to a technology transfer project, with
the goal of enabling RENU to pilot a CNaaS deployment in Uganda.

The parties also agreed to share international best practices to enhance ser-
vices to improve the parties’ respective research and education communities.
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Benefits of the Partnership

The anticipated benefits of this pilot twinning project between Sikt and RENU
are:

The establishment of the GEANT NREN twinning program for GN5.2 to
establish an improved network of people and NRENs around the globe.

Facilitating collaborative research initiatives between the paired NRENSs
under the GEANT NREN twinning program to advance global research
and innovation across various disciplines.

Fostering closer cooperation and partnerships between the NRENSs
involved in the twinning program to create a stronger network of
institutions and promote the exchange of knowledge, resources,
and expertise.

Transferring Sikt's expertise and best practices in network manage-
ment and cybersecurity to RENU staff, and empowering them with
valuable skills and knowledge.

Providing RENU with insights and methodologies for efficient network
management acquired from Sikt.

Enabling Research & Education Collaboration



i About RENU

RENU is Uganda’s National Research and Education Network (NREN). RENU
IS @ member-based organisation founded in 2006, and incorporated in 2008
as a not-for-profit organisation and company limited by guarantee. As a
member-based organisation, all its operations are member-driven and mem-
ber-focused. Members, therefore, play a critical role in deciding the direction
of the NREN.

RENU’s major goal is to uplift the quality of education and research through
the provision of ICT services. RENU membership comprises research and ed-
ucation institutions such as universities, Other Tertiary Institutions (OTls),
schools, and other organisations engaged in research. Currently, RENU has a
membership of over 200 institutions, with over 500 campuses connected to
the RENU network countrywide.

B About Sikt

Sikt is the Norwegian Agency for Shared Services in Education and ReX
search, established in January 2022 through a merger between the Norwel

gian NREN Uninett, NSD (Norwegian Centre for Research Data AS), and Unit,
the Directorate for ICT and Joint Services in Higher Education and Research.
Uninett’s history goes back to 1993 and the establishment of the research
network in Norway.

Sikt is a public administrative body under the Norwegian Ministry of Educa-
tion and Research. Sikt’s mission is to help Norwegian Education and Re-
search achieve its goals by providing shared, reliable and value-adding ser-
vices. Sikt aims to provide high-quality infrastructure and shared services,
promote knowledge growth and innovation, and ensure robust information
security and data protection in the knowledge sector.

Sikt’s current catalogue contains 80 services with a total of 700 customers
and 1.5 million active users in the areas of higher education, research, and
primary and secondary education.
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“In Union, there is Strength”

The RENU-Sikt Partnership
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